


Building on God’s Cornerstone

—a resource for mentors—
by Dale Rumble

Introduction

The most im por tant ac com plish ment in men toring

Chris tian be liev ers is to es tab lish the cen tral ity of Christ in

their hearts. Many ap proaches in dis ci ple ship teach be liev ers

what to be lieve, what to do, and how to do it. The goal be ing to

de fine their per form ance as dis ci ples of Christ.

In con trast, bib li cal dis ci ple ship should seek to re veal

the pre emi nent place that Christ has in the foun da tion that God 

has pro vided for His chil dren. God Him self has firmly placed a 

pre cious, tested cor ner stone for that foun da tion. It can not be

moved or re placed.

. . . Be hold, I am lay ing in Zion a stone, a tested stone, a
costly cor ner stone for the foun da tion, firmly placed. He
who be lieves in it will not be dis turbed. (Isaiah 28:16)

The para mount truth of this foun da tion is that Christ is

the cor ner stone. Eve ry thing in our per sonal and col lec tive

lives is to be built upon Him1. He is the source of all wis dom

and knowledge.

Personal Responsibility

No mat ter how ex cel lent the teach ing is, no one can dis -

ci ple us into Christ apart from our per sonal faith and obe di -
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ence to God’s word. Each be liever is re spon si ble to build his
life on the cor ner stone that God has laid for our sal va tion.

He is the stone which was re jected by you, the build ers,
but which be came the very cornerstone. And there is sal -
va tion in no one else; for there is no other name un der
heaven that has been given among men by which we
must be saved! (Acts 4: 11-12)

The fol low ing verse re veals the re spon si bili ties of both
men tor and stu dent, one in lay ing the proper foun da tion, and
the other in build ing his (or her) life upon that foun da tion. The
work of both will be tested by the fire of God, and each one
will re ceive his re ward ac cord ing to his own la bor.

Ac cord ing to the grace of God which was given to me,

like a wise mas ter builder, I laid a foun da tion, and an -

other is build ing on it. But each man must be care ful

how he builds on it . . . . Now if any man builds on the
foun da tion with gold, sil ver, pre cious stones, wood, hay, 
straw, each man’s work will be come evi dent; for the day
will show it be cause it is to be re vealed with fire, and the
fire it self will test the qual ity of each man’s work. (1Cor -
in thi ans 3:10-13)

The is sue in the above passage is not whether a per son is
saved or not, but is a ques tion of spiri tual qual ity in what has
been built.

There is com ing a day of God’s judg ment when He will
arise to shake eve ry thing that can be shaken (He brews 12:
25-29; Hag gai 2:6-7). Na tions, busi nesses, the heav ens, re lig -
ious in sti tu tions, ar mies, great men and the works of man will
be shaken. Only what has been built on God’s cor ner stone will
stand. For this rea son, we are re spon si ble to not build our lives
on sand, but on the stone that God has made avail able to us. Let 
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us con sider how the Per son and work of Christ is re vealed in
the cor ner stone that God has laid.

Why a Cornerstone?

Scrip tures use a number of sym bolic terms when re fer -
ring to the Lord Je sus. For ex am ple, He is spo ken of as a lamb,
a lion, a door and a shep herd. The Holy Spirit used these words 
to point out spe cific re demp tive quali ties of His Per son or min -
is try. This is also why Je sus is de scribed as God’s cor ner stone.

What spe cific pa rame ters of a cor ner stone iden tify those 
quali ties of His Son that our Fa ther in heaven wants us to build
our lives upon?

The an swer is sub stance and shape! The size of a cor ner -
stone will vary de pend ing on weight and di men sions of the
two walls it is to sup port. How ever, shape is not ar bi trary. For
ex am ple, a thin stone could only sup port a lim ited weight. A
large stone of non- uniform thick ness having ir regu lar sur faces
would be un ac cept able since high places would bear all the
weight. This would lead to sur face frac tures and in sta bil ity. A
cor ner stone will sup port maxi mum weight when it is rec tan gu -
lar in shape with smooth par al lel sur faces. The key fac tor in
shape are the three pairs of par al lel sur faces: top and bot tom,
the two sides and the two ends. All points on the up per sur face
of such a stone will sup port an equal am ount of weight with
sta bil ity.

The six sur faces rep re sent six truths con cern ing the Lord 
Je sus Christ as the foun da tion for our sal va tion. The par al lel
sur faces mean that these six truths are re lated in pairs; that is,
there are three pairs of re lated truths that re veal the re demp tive 
pro vi sions of Christ for be liev ers. To es tab lish lives on these
six truths is to build with gold, sil ver and pre cious stones. The
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pro vi sion is from God; the re spon si bil ity to be lieve and obey is 
ours. For this rea son, we must be care ful how we build.

Let us ex am ine the truths that are as so ci ated with each
pair of sur faces.

The Bot tom and Top Surfaces

The Bot tom Sur face:

This sur face sup ports all the load that rests upon the cor -
ner stone. It points to what is the first and most im por tant re la -
tion ship that a new be liever has with God, which is their
sur ren der to the lord ship of Christ. His lord ship should never
be sepa rated from His role as Sav ior. He has bought us with
His blood and we be long to Him. He is our Lord and Sav ior.

That if you con fess with your mouth Je sus as Lord, and
be lieve in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, 
you shall be saved. (Ro mans 10:9)

The sav ing grace of God calls for faith to be lieve, re pent
and obey. An overem pha sis on obe di ence can lead to le gal ism,
while an over em pha sis on grace can lead to licentiousness.
Bib li cal teach ing on the lord ship of Christ is a di vine bal ance
of God’s love and grace with a per sonal com mit ment to obey.
The only pro tec tion that we have from go ing our own way lies
in our sub mis sion to the Lord Je sus. His lord ship should be -
come the most im por tant truth in our Chris tian life.

The Top Sur face:

The sig nifi cance of the top and bot tom sur faces be ing
par al lel is that they have a de pend ent re la tion ship with each
other. The bot tom sur face con cerns the per sonal re la tion ship
of each be liever to Christ as Lord. The top sur face re fers to the
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head ship of Christ, a re la tion ship to the church, to all be liev ers
col lec tively. How ever, head ship is only pos si ble when lord -
ship is pres ent. Je sus is head over all things to the church, but
this only be comes a re al ity when His peo ple obey Him.

The sig nifi cance of head ship is that all life flow in His
body be gins in Je sus, the head. All life func tions, all di rec tion,
all reve la tion and all anoint ing to min is ter be gin in Him, who
is the head, and flows out to ap pro pri ate mem bers of His body
to ac com plish His will. Some thing that will only take place if
mem bers re spond (the cor re spond ing sur face) in obe di ence to
their Lord.

While lord ship speaks of obe di ence to author ity, head -
ship speaks of re la tion ship where the life of Christ flows out
from Him in dy nam ics of min is try and fel low ship to mem bers
of His body (Ephe si ans 4:16; Co los sians 2:19).

One ob ser va tion of spiri tual head ship is that the power
to ini ti ate life func tions in the church can not be dele gated. Je -
sus is eter nally the one and only Head of His body.

Over se ers in a church are to sub mit to His head ship, not
to re place it. All be liev ers know how dif fi cult it is to ex pe ri -
ence the head ship of Christ in the con tent and tim ing of body
min is try. Nev er the less one mark of God’s sons is that they are
led by the Spirit of God (Ro mans 8:14). Eld ers re quire faith to
lay down pro grammed con trol of meet ings and seek to flow
with the Holy Spirit. Pro grams and agen das are poor sub sti -
tutes for be ing led by the Spirit. The fol low ing are five sim ple
guide lines for de vel op ing godly over sight of body min is try:

• There must be free dom for Christ to make His will
known.

• Mem bers must be will ing to de fer to the anoint ing of
peers so that the flow of min is try re flects the mind and
di rec tion of the Holy Spirit.
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• The pri mary mo ti va tion  for min is try is love out of a

pure heart.

• Body min is try should be char ac ter ized by spon ta ne ity

and sim plic ity.

• These, and re lated prin ci ples, are best prac ticed in small

groups.

In sum mary, the lord ship and head ship of Christ are two

ab so lutely vi tal truths upon which Je sus is build ing His

church. Lord ship ap plies to each be liever per son ally, while

head ship ad dresses all be liev ers col lec tively.

We are to be sub ject to one an other, and to those who

over see our lives in the church; how ever, this sub mis sion must

never vio late His author ity over us. Je sus is lord of each be -

liever, and He is head over all things to the church.

The Two Side Surfaces

The First Side Sur face:

Je sus re ferred to Him self by the phrase, “the Son of

Man,” more than by any other name. His hu man ity was not

only im por tant, it was nec es sary in the pur pose of God. He

could not have been the cor ner stone apart from be ing a man.

For that rea son, I have cho sen the first of the two sides of the

cor ner stone to re fer to the hu man ity of Je sus.

Sa tan tempted Adam to sin. For that rea son, God or -

dained that Sa tan would be de feated by a man, who as Sav ior,

would re store man kind to right eous ness and eter nal life. Death 

came through the first Adam, but life was re stored through the

last Adam.
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For that to take place, this man would have to keep all

the Law per fectly hav ing committed no sin! He could then

give His life as the com plete atone ment for all sin, be ing the

of fer ing for every sin ever com mit ted, past, pres ent and fu ture.

His shed blood cleanses away every sin of all who ac cept Him

as their Lord and Sav ior. Be liev ers are justified by their faith.

Thus the Law is to tally sat is fied and ful filled in the lives of be -

liev ers through the aton ing death of Je sus.

When Je sus was nailed to the cross, our hu man, Ad amic

na ture was nailed to the cross with Him (Ga la tians 2:20). By

faith we died with Him. Sal va tion is more than the for give ness

of sin; it also deals with de liv er ance from our fallen Ad amic

na ture.

Sal va tion is made up of three truths: the death, bur ial and 

res ur rec tion of Je sus. The first two truths con cern the hu man

body of Je sus. Af ter His death, His body was bur ied in a grave,

from which He was res ur rected three days later with an eter -

nal, glo ri fied body, the like ness of which is prom ised to all be -

liev ers at the res ur rec tion (1Cor in thi ans 15:42-54). In es sence, 

sal va tion is the trans for ma tion of mor tal earthly bod ies of be -

liev ers into im per ish able spiri tual bod ies with which they will

in herit the king dom of God.

We are to ap pro pri ate all that Je sus has pur chased for us

in His death and bur ial. The first step for those who have re -

pented and be lieved on Him for the for give ness of sins, is to

per son ally iden tify with the bur ial of Je sus by be ing bap tized

in wa ter. We do not have to con tinue in sin. By faith, we bury

our old Ad amic na ture in a grave of wa ter, and we come up out

of the wa ter to be gin a walk in new ness of life.

We ex change our old Ad amic life for His life by al low -

ing Him to be gin liv ing in us—all by faith.
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There fore we have been bur ied with Him through bap -
tism into death so that as Christ was raised from the

dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might

walk in new ness of life . . . . know ing this, that our old

self was cru ci fied with Him, in or der that our body of

sin might be done away with, so that we would no lon ger 

be slaves to sin. (Ro mans 6: 4, 6)

By faith, we are to daily reckon our selves as dead to sin
and alive to God in Christ (Ro mans 6:8-11). The act of be ing
iden ti fied with Je sus in His bur ial is also de scribed in scrip ture
as “cir cum ci sion of the heart” (Ro mans 2:28-29).

Thus you were cir cum cised when you were bur ied with

Him in your bap tism, in which you were also raised

with Him to a new life through your faith in the work ing
of God . . . .(Colos sians 2:12, AMPLIFIED BIBLE)

In His hu man ity, Je sus to tally broke the power of Sa tan
over the sins and fallen na ture of man kind. This is the truth
rep re sented by one side of the cor ner stone.

The Sec ond Side Sur face:

This side of the cor ner stone rep re sents a truth that is in -
trin si cally re lated to the hu man ity of Je sus. It is the me dia tory
role of Je sus as high  pri est (He brews 4:14-16).

For there is one God and one me dia tor also be tween

God and men, the man Christ Je sus. (1Timo thy 2:5)

Je sus could not have been our high priest apart from first 
be ing a man. He had to be tempted, just as we are, and to over -
come all temp ta tion as a man.

Be cause of these temp ta tions He knows our needs and
in ter cedes for us ac cord ingly. This test ing in volved more than
His years of adult min is try; it also in cluded His life as a child
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be ing sub ject to His par ents, and as a young man help ing Jo -
seph in the car pen ter shop, and fi nally work ing to sup port His
fam ily af ter Jo seph died. He was tested in all those phases of
hu man life, so that we can con fi dently bring our needs, prob -
lems and con cerns to the throne of grace (Philip pi ans 4:6-7;
He brews 2:17-18).

There fore let us draw near with con fi dence to the throne
of grace, so that we may re ceive mercy and find grace to
help in time of need. (He brews 4:16)

Prayer is an es sen tial prac tice in build ing one’s life on
God’s cor ner stone. The vic tory of prayer is the truth that Jesus
is con tinu ally in ter ced ing for us, and that He pro vides grace
and mercy as we make our needs known to Him.

The Two End Surfaces

The First End Sur face:

The first end sur face of the cor ner stone rep re sents the
di vin ity of Christ. He could not be the cor ner stone apart from
be ing di vine. He came to earth as Im manuel, God with us. Be -
got ten by the Holy Spirit, the blood in His veins was the blood
of God which is ef fi ca cious as the per fect and only sac ri fice for 
the for give ness of sins.

There was an other rea son why Je sus had to be di vine;
He came to re veal the char ac ter, power and pur pose of the Fa -
ther to man kind. This could only take place by the Fa ther liv -
ing within the Son. Je sus plainly taught His dis ci ples that He
and the Fa ther were one; that the Fa ther in Him was the One
who spoke and per formed mira cles. To see and hear Je sus was
to see and hear the Fa ther. He only did the Fa ther’s will. He
taught that His Fa ther’s pur pose was to es tab lish His king dom
on earth, and to bring forth a fam ily of sons pat terned af ter the
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im age of Je sus, who could one day rule with Him in His king -
dom (He brews 2:10). The chal lenge that Je sus gave His dis ci -
ples was that they would yield to Him, to His liv ing in them,
just as He had yielded to His Fa ther liv ing in Him.

As we em brace the will of Christ, for Him to be our Lord
and live within us, we ful fill God’s call and pur pose for the
church (Ephe si ans 1:3-11). This calls for a deep en ing in car na -
tion where Christ will be more fully formed within us (Ephe si -
ans 3:16-19). It is more than knowledge; it is a per sonal,
in ti mate re la tion ship through the glory of His pres ence in a
Spirit- filled life. Christ in us is our hope of glory!

The re al ity of what God has pur posed to build was first
dem on strated by reve la tion of the Fa ther in the Son. The prin -
ci ple of di vine in car na tion, where Christ lives within us, is a
fun da men tal truth of what God is building on the cor ner stone.
This truth points to the spiri tu ally or ganic na ture of the church
in con trast to re lig ious in sti tu tions that man, in his hu man ity,
builds for God.

An im por tant qual ity of the di vin ity of Je sus is that He is
eter nal. He cre ated time as a con tin uum of ex is tence in which
events oc cur in an or der of past, pres ent and fu ture. All of the
cre ated world is con strained by the flow of lin ear time. How -
ever, God is not so con strained since He is eter nal.2

He is not the God of yes ter day or of to mor row; He is I
AM, God of the pres ent with out be gin ning or end (Reve la tion
22:13). I am sure that there are no cal en dars or clocks in
heaven; eve ry thing there is “pres ent tense.”

God is able to de clare the end from the be gin ning, not
sim ply be cause He has pro phetic in sight, but be cause He has
al ready been there. He is able to move for ward in time and
view all that takes place ages be fore men of that gen era tion are
born. He is the Lamb that was fore known be fore the foun da -
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tion of the world (1 Pe ter 1:20). The names of all who will of
their own vo li tion choose to serve Him were also re corded be -
fore the foun da tion of the world (Ephe si ans 1:4; Reve la tion
13:8). The point is that He has al ready seen the de ci sions that
men will make in their gen era tion, ages be fore they will ever
be born. He will never co erce men to do His will, but He will
seek through acts of love, mercy and or dered cir cum stances to
en cour age men to seek Him and His will for their de ci sions.
And He knows the de ci sions that they will make.

This di vine in sight is the ba sis for the call that God
places on His dis ci ples. Those whom He fore knows will
choose to serve Him; they are the ones whom He will call— -
not by co er cion, but by fore knowl edge.

For those whom He foreknew, He also pre des tined to

be con formed to the im age of His Son, so that He would 
be the first- born among many breth ren; and these whom 
He pre des tined, He also called; and these whom He
called, He also jus ti fied; and these whom He jus ti fied,
He also glo ri fied. (Ro mans 8:29-30)

Two ex am ples from scrip ture of God’s di vine in sight are 
David and the prophet Jere miah.

For You formed my in ward parts; You wove me in my
moth ers womb . . . . My frame was not hid den from You
when I was made in se cret, and skill fully wrought in the
depths of the earth; Your eyes have seen my un formed

sub stance; and in Your book were all writ ten the days

that were or dained for me, when as yet there was not

one of them. (Psalm 139:13, 15-16)

Be fore I formed you in the womb, I knew you, and be -
fore you were born I con se crated you; I have ap pointed
you a prophet to the na tions. (Jere miah 1:5)
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What was true for David and Jere miah, is also true for

each child of God.

. . . who saved us and called us with a holy call ing, not

ac cord ing to our works, but ac cord ing to His own pur -

pose and grace which was granted us in Christ Je sus

from all eter nity. (2Timo thy 1:9)

We do not know the fu ture, but the Lord is an tici pat ing 

what He has al ready fore seen to take place in our life. We must

be con fi dent of this truth as we re spond to His call. God’s per -

spec tive is as fol lows:

That which is has been al ready, and that which will be

has al ready been, for God seeks what has passed by.
(Eccle sia stes 3:15)

In mak ing dis ci ples it is im por tant to es tab lish this truth

of God’s fore sight into their hearts, so that they will bet ter un -

der stand how to re spond to His call on their lives. It re quires

reve la tion to dis tin guish be tween our natu ral world of lin ear

time, and the world of eter nity to which we are be ing pre pared

and called.

. . . also He has set eter nity in their heart, with out

which man can not find out the work that God makes

from the be gin ning and to the end. (Eccle sia stes 3:11;
THE INTERLINEAR BIBLE)

It may be fu ture for us, but the Lord has al ready been

there and is ready to guide, pray for, en cour age and com fort us

as our fu ture un folds. He is pres ent to shep herd me through all

the fu ture events of my life which He al ready knows about.

Thus I am pre des tined ac cord ing to His fore knowl edge of how

I will re spond on my own vo li tion. Even though some of my

de ci sions will be wrong, He will never leave or for sake me for

He knows the end from the beginning.
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Be ing at rest in God, with con fi dence in His pur pose and

call on my life, is an es sen tial foun da tion truth for build ing a

sta ble vic to ri ous life on God’s cor ner stone, and find ing my

place in the body of Christ.

The Sec ond End Sur face:

The sec ond end sur face of the cor ner stone rep re sents a

min is try of Je sus that flows out of His di vin ity. The Lord is our

Shep herd! Only God can guide His peo ple into all that He has

pre pared for them. This is an es sen tial truth of the cor ner stone

laid by God.3 The life and teach ing of Je sus brought the re al ity

of Psalm 23 into the New Tes ta ment (John 10).

It is one thing to know the call and pur pose of God in our

life; it is an other thing to be molded by hear ing His voice and

be ing re spon sive to His rod and staff. It is pri mar ily through

the shep herd ing min is try of Je sus that the other five truths of

the cor ner stone are es tab lished in the lives of His sheep. He

knows each of us by name, and gen tly leads us into all truth.

I am the good Shep herd, and I know My own and My
own know Me, even as the Fa ther knows Me and I know
the Fa ther; and I lay down My life for the sheep. (John
10:14-15)

This last sur face, rep re sent ing the min is try of Je sus as

the Shep herd of His sheep, in tro duces the role of min is tries in

the church. The Lord ap points re spon si ble men af ter His own

heart to be un der shep herds of His peo ple in lo cal churches.

These over se ers, or elders, are re spon si ble to shep herd the

flock of God among them. In car ing for the sheep, these men

do not re place Je sus as shep herd for they will al ways point the

sheep to Him, and re in force His place as chief Shep herd. They

will seek to be an ex am ple of Je sus in their con duct and serv -

ice, and they will be care ful to not come be tween Je sus and His 
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sheep. These men will not be hi er ar chi cal in their re la tion ship
with one an other, but as ser vants who lead by ex am ple, they
will de fer to one an other (Mat thew 20:25-28; 1 Pe ter 5:1-3).
An im por tant re quire ment of shep herd ing is to men tor and
equip each sheep for their place of serv ice in the body of
Christ. The min is try graces listed in Ephe si ans 4:11 en able the
equip ping pro cess to take place. The ul ti mate goal of shep -
herd ing is to see liv ing stones shaped and built to gether on the
cor ner stone into a spiri tual house in Christ (1 Pe ter 2:4-5).

From among the over se ers and other be liev ers in lo cal
churches, the Lord raises up trans lo cal min is tries to strengthen 
and build His church. These min is tries will travel be tween as -
sem blies to equip the saints, to im part vi sion, to teach and to
es tab lish re la tion ships be tween churches. Apos tles and proph -
ets have spe cial grace to un veil the cor ner stone and re veal the
pur pose of God. He is not in ter ested only in the sal va tion of
souls and per form ing mira cles. Out of Jew and Gen tile, He is
build ing His house, the place of His eter nal habi ta tion.

. . . you (Jews and Gen tiles) . . .  are of God’s house hold,
hav ing been built on the foun da tion of the apos tles and
proph ets, Christ Je sus Him self be ing the cor ner stone, in 
whom the whole build ing, be ing fit ted to gether, is grow -
ing into a holy tem ple in the Lord, in whom you also are
be ing built to gether into a dwell ing of God in the Spirit.
(Ephe si ans 2:19-22)

God’s pur pose is cen tered in His house (Reve la tion 21).
The es sen tial truth in HIs house is en sur ing that the foun da tion
is cor rect. Eve ry thing must be built on Christ, the cor ner stone!
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Conclusion

The cor ner stone that God has laid in Zion for the sal va -
tion of each be liever, and upon which He is build ing His
church, pro vides a foun da tion that can not be shaken. How well 
one ap pro pri ates the truths rep re sented by the three pairs of
cor ner stone sur faces will de ter mine the qual ity of what is
built. The gar ments that we are weav ing to day are the ones we
will wear in eter nity. There fore, let each man be care ful how he 
builds.
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